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Primary musculoskeletal HD is an uncommon entity ~ Stage 1, multilocular, resembling a “bunch of grapes’,

that is often misdiagnosed at initial radiological identified radiographically as ill-defined multilocular
evaluation cysts giving “moth-eaten” appearance that is initially
epimetaphyseal in a location with a poor zone of
In the bone, the growth pattern is different (3 transition.
stages) compared to other tissues due to the bony .
resistance of the trabeculae and lack of pericyst Stage 2, cysts coalesce to form large communicating cyst
formation with a lattice type of trabecular pattern. The HC produces
an inflammatory process around it, resulting in osteitis,
Differentials causing trabecular bone thickening, bone condensation,
= Infection (pyogenic/tuberculous osteomyelitis) cortical bone loss, and hyperostosis.
= Tumor & tumor like lesions (fibrous dysplasia,
solitary bone cyst, aneurysmal bone cyst, brown Stage 3, penetration of cortex occurs with the extension
tumor, giant cell tumor, chondromyxoid fibroma) of the disease into the soft tissues giving the radiographic
- Malignant tumors (plasmacytoma, lymphoma appearance of a soft-tissue density mass. Intraosseous
chondrosarcoma and osteosarcoma) cysts generally do not calcify
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Figure 1. Life cycle of Echinococcus granulosus in a community of the Middle Atlas
region, Morocco. (We thank M. Kachani, College of Veterinary Medicine, Western University of
Health Sciences, for the pictures.)

doi:10.1371/journal.pntd.0001146.g001
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